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LOOKING
FORWARD
CLLR HAZEL SIMMONS MBE
Executive Leader of Luton Borough Council
The last eighteen months have been extremely difficult for many Luton families. Many
of you have experienced illness and loss, and many are still experiencing economic
hardship.
During the pandemic the strength of the Luton people came to the forefront with
many in our community immediately responding to assist the most vulnerable with
delivery of food, clothing and regular contact. Our shared values of caring for others,
fairness and decency came to the fore. This has been truly inspiring and we thank you.
As you know Luton Council was not immune to the financial effects of this pandemic and
last year we were forced to take emergency decisions to secure the Council’s finances.
However, we are now a year on and we must look to the future and the development
of our town. We have some exciting projects that will happen like the opening up of the
River Lea alongside additional new green space. We have also received £264,000 as part
of the Welcome Back Fund which aims to revitalise high streets and support people’s
safe return following the pandemic. We will work with partners to carry out a number of
events to liven up the town centre particularly around the new outdoor eating area in
Market Hill. There will also be more public art and of course the Covid Memorial wall art
piece honouring contributions of local people and communities during the pandemic,
and lots more!
This is just the start of our plans and it all fits well with our recently launched Town
Centre Masterplan to make the town centre a cleaner, more welcoming and pleasant
place to relax and enjoy.

Support for vulnerable
children over summer
holidays - Luton Council
pledged to support vulnerable
children and young people to
ensure no child went hungry
during the summer holidays.
Creating partnerships to
break antisocial behaviour cycle
in repeat offenders.
Climate Change - Luton
Borough Council has secured
funding to decarbonise public
sector buildings, ensuring it's
commitment that all councilowned and occupied building
be carbon neutral by 2040.
Luton Heritage Strategy Following public consultation
and stakeholder engagement,
Luton’s Heritage Strategy has
been launched with a
programme of events through
September to showcase the
town’s rich history.
Get a cab to take the jab Luton Council is supporting the
delivery of the COVID-19
vaccination programme by
delivering a new pilot "Vaxi
Taxis" initiative.

Transporting you to and from
Luton COVID-19 vaccination sites

The last 18 months have been difficult for everyone, Challney
councillors have been active and available through out the pandemic
virtually and as the restrictions have been lifted we have started up the
surgeries for Challney residents to come face to face and talk to us
about any local issues at the Chaul End Community Centre 10-12 every
Saturday morning and hope to see you at the doors and let’s talk
events.
Challney councillors have managed to :
Open the MUGA pitch for the youth on a Saturday morning 10-12 Chaul
End
Local councillors visited local groups to speak and listen to concerns.
Managed to get humps in Leicester Road area as part of the traffic
calming measures.
Over 45 men’s football team out every Thursday evening 6-7pm.
Coffee morning coming up come and join us have a chat and a cuppa
Cllr Tom Shaw, Cllr Tahir Malik, Cllr Khtija Malik (Challney Ward)

A multi million-pound investment has been started on Luton’s high-rise blocks
of flats. These are being insulated with state-of-the-art insulation and fire safe
cladding. Part funded by the European Regional Development Fund, the works
will include other energy efficient technology to transform homes in our high
rises, with solar panels, LED lights, and heat recovery ventilation systems.
This will help residents save money in energy bills whilst keeping the homes
warm and reducing carbon emissions. It will help reduce condensation, which
makes homes more comfortable to live in.
Work has started on Home Court and Green Court. Work is due to start on
Mossdale and Acworth Court shortly.
We were delighted to welcome Sarah Owen MP Luton North who joined Sunday
service at St Luke’s Church Leagrave. It was great to meet in person after the
challenging year of the pandemic and a wonderful opportunity to interact with
the church members from the community.
Leagrave councillors are available for one-to-one surgery sessions, if you require our
help please do not hesitate to contact us via email.
Cllr Maria Lovell, Cllr Sameera Saleem, Cllr Waheed Akbar (Leagrave Ward)

As you will know Lewsey Pool had to be repaired over the last year
and has taken slightly longer than anticipated. Repairs are now
completed and the pool is now being commissioned by Active Luton
and should be open again very shortly.
Lewsey will again be holding its annual Christmas Fair at Lewsey
Community Centre, Landrace Road, Luton, LU4 0SW. Come along and
sing some carols, have some food and meet Father Christmas.
The Lewsey Branch held a MacMillan Coffee Morning to help raise
funds for the organisation, a successful event attended by many
residents, raising £100 for a great cause. We would like to thank all
those who took part, especially those who supplied the delicious home
baked cakes for the event.
Councillor surgeries will move back to the Lewsey Community Centre
Landrace Road Luton LU4 0SW from 10 am – 12 noon these will start from
25/9/21 and will be held every Saturday.
Cllr Hazel Simmons, Cllr Aslam Khan, Cllr Jacqui Burnett (Lewsey Ward)

STRONGER FUTURE TOGETHER

Through lockdown we have still been active in the community. We have been
dealing with many requests from residents and have stayed supportive of
the community but in a different way. With the restrictions being lifted we
intend to be out and about meeting the residents again through our monthly
surgeries, door knocking, street stalls and Lets Talk meetings. A piece of work
we have managed during lockdown in which we are proud of, was to get the
private owner of the Calverton Road Car Park to resurface the area and make
safe.
During the first lockdown we saw the community in action when two
members of our community, Liz Aldous and Diane Hurley created the Bridge
of Hope in Limbury Park which was a place for reflection and messages from
the community. The bridge is now formally called the Bridge of Hope.
Monthly Surgeries have commenced and are held at St Augustine Church,
Catsbrook Road, LU3 2JR , 10am-12pm, every second Saturday of the month.
Cllr Rob Roche and Cllr Amy Nicholls (Limbury Ward)

Anne Donelon and Yasmin Waheed are your Labour councillors for
Northwell. Both Anne and Yasmin are also directors of Marsh Farm
Futures (MFF) which is a self sustaining charity which runs Futures
House in the middle of Marsh Farm. MFF provides invaluable support to
the local community and is also able to secure grants and funding from
various sources to help local residents. Projects MFF has been involved
with during the last year include providing school holiday packed
lunches for children, and providing over 3000 Christmas presents for
children in local primary schools in December 2020.
Anne and Yasmin are pictured with some of the Christmas presents
together with Councillor Maria Lovell who was the Mayor at the time.
The three councillors together with other directors and staff of MFF and
local volunteers helped to wrap the Christmas presents. MFF works
collaboratively in order to effect positive change for the local
community.
Cllr Yasmin Waheed, Cllr Anne Donelon (Northwell Ward)

Saints Ward councillors are pleased to announce even with Austerity &
Covid, supported by the Labour group were able to deliver two
significant upgrades to Blundell Park.
The first was a Multi-Use Gym Area (MUGA) which is a basketball
facility with markings on the tarmac area allowing other sports to be
played upon in ALL weathers.
The second upgrade which was designed with support from local
residents is a play area, it has play items for toddlers, juniors &
importantly for children with sensory needs.
The roundabout is a fully wheelchair accessible type & all items are
Disability Discrimination Act compliant, making this park fully
inclusive.
Also, a litter pick was carried out, which collected lots of waste not
being disposed of properly.
Face-to-face surgeries can be requested via email. We are always happy to
meet and discuss your issues in Saints.
Cllr Javed Hussain, Cllr Ghulam Javed, Cllr Summara Khurshid (Saints Ward)

STRONGER FUTURE TOGETHER

Lockdown has been a difficult time for many within Icknield
and as your elected representative I have been available
and active throughout, trying to support you in whatever
way I could.
Riddy Lane - Speed calming humps and pedestrian
crossing installed
Birdsfoot Lane – CCTV installed to combat Anti-Social
Behaviour
Cllr Asif Masood
Birdsfoot Lane Shops – Handrails installed to help easier
(Icknield Ward)
access to shopping parade for those with accessibility
issues
Please feel free to contact me via email if you require a one-toone surgery session.

Member of Parliament for Luton North
Working with the local community for the good of the place we
live and love is my favourite part of being your MP. This has been
an incredibly difficult year for everyone and people in Luton
have pulled together to look after each other. I saw this amazing
spirit when I joined the community team around Denmark
Close who got together to tidy their neighbourhood, working
with local charities and when I hand delivered new scrubs to the
L&D Hospital. I see it in all the brilliant small businesses in our
town, which I help promote every Saturday in my small
business Saturday shout outs! They have kept many of us
going this last year, so if you know a business like HM Interior
that I opened in Sundon Park or hidden gems like the Diamond
Café at Woodlands School, let me know.
The things we appreciate now are some of the things many took
for granted pre-pandemic. It is why I have visited nearly every
school in Luton North to listen to young people. From Cardinal
Newman to Lea Manor and Lealands, our schools and
students have had a tough year, but they are our future. I want
to see a counsellor in every secondary school and give schools
and early years the investment they need as well as protecting
popular qualifications such as BTECs which are currently under
threat from this Government. I also appreciate that every little
thing makes a difference, so I’m pleased to recently have got a
pay for ATM changed to free access in the heart of Lewsey. I am
also fighting for lifts at Leagrave Train Station.
If there is anything I can ever do to help or you think I should know
about, please get in touch, I’d love to hear from you:
sarah.owen.mp@parliament.uk
and follow campaigns on
Facebook @sarahowen4LutonNorth

Luton Labour Party needs your help. We need
volunteers to help us elect a Labour Government
in the next elections. Although these may seem so
far away, we do need to start the work now, door
knocking/canvassing, leaflet dropping, leaflet
design, social media promotion, there are a huge
variety of ways in which you can help us. Please
register as a volunteer today by visiting the Labour
Luton website,
https://labourluton.org.uk/volunteer/

KEEP IN TOUCH

DO YOU KNOW YOUR
LOCAL COUNCILLOR?
Luton North Labour Councillors:
Cllr Khtija Malik:
khtija.malik@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Tom Shaw:
tom.shaw@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Tahir Malik:
tahir.malik@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Asif Masood:
asif.masood@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Sameera Saleem:
sameera.saleem@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Waheed Akbar:
waheed.akbar@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Maria Lovell
maria.lovell@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Hazel Simmons:
hazel.simmons@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Aslam Khan
aslam.khan@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Jacqui Burnett
jacqueline.burnett@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Rob Roche
robert.roche@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Amy Nicholls
amy.nicholls@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Anne Donelon
anne.donelon@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Yasmin Waheed
yasmin.waheed@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Javed Hussain
javed.hussain@luton.gov.uk
Cllr Summara Khurshid
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Cllr Ghulam Javed
ghulam.javed@luton.gov.uk
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